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ABSTRACTS
Purpose This study aimed to clarify whether systematic review (SR) notifications published on the
Consumer Affairs Agency’s (CAA) website after April 2024 were appropriately described based on
standards using “PRISMA-P (PRISMA 2020 compatible version),” an adaptation made to be
consistent with PRISMA 2020.
Methods All submitted papers based on SRs published on the CAA website from April 1, 2024 to
September 30, 2024 were eligible. Among these, only SRs that had protocols registered in a research
registration database (DB) were included. We used each item on the PRISMA-P (2015) checklist to
evaluate protocols, but with the publication of PRISMA 2020, there were some inconsistencies with
the PRISMA-P items. Therefore, the content of PRISMA-P was rearranged to reflect the requirements
of PRISMA 2020.
Results  Of the 40 eligible SRs, eight (20%) had protocol study registrations, all of which were
registered with UMIN-CTR. For item #6, rationale in the introduction (preface), seven articles (88 %)
had deficiencies, and for item #7, purpose, three articles (38%) had deficiencies in outcomes. In the
methodology section, there were deficiencies in the eligibility criteria (#8) in five articles (63%), the
sources (#9) in seven articles (88%), and the search methods (#10) in seven articles (88%). In the
study records, there were deficiencies in the following items: data management (#11a) in seven (88%)
studies; risk of bias of individual studies (#14) in seven (88 %) studies; and certainty of evidence (#17)
in seven articles (88%).
Conclusions All submitted SRs were registered in UMIN-CTR as a DB for research registration.
However, UMIN-CTR had significantly fewer items specified as SRs than PRISMA-P (PRISMA
2020 compatible version), which led to incomplete or insufficient entries. To solve this problem, those
planning to conduct SRs need to make the protocols public by following these steps: i) create a
complete protocol using PRISMA-P (PRISMA 2020 compatible version) as the base format; ii) store
the protocol semi-permanently on the cloud or other platform where it can be viewed by anyone and
they can obtain its URL; and iii) paste and link the URL when registering the research on UMIN-CTR
or other sites. This series of steps emphasizes the importance of making the complete protocol
available for anyone to view.
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